
88 Bell Road 
Littleton, ME 04730 

HBMI Natural Resources 
Department 

NON PROFIT 
ORG 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

PERMIT #2 
HOULTON ME 

Inside this issue: 

Skitkomiq Nutacomit 

HBMI Natural Resources Department 
Puniw (It is Winter) 
December 2008 

                        Earth Speaker 

Brenda Commander -Tribal Chief 
Susan Young  -  Editor 

This newsletter is printed on 
100%  recycled chlorine  free 
paper    

TELEPHONE LISTING 

 (207) 532-4273         

   1-800-564-8524   

Maine 1-800-545-8524  

Natural Resources 

Chris Campbell -  ext 221  
    Cara O’Donnell - ext 212   

  Rhonda Jewell- Smart ext 216                                           
Sharri Venno  -  ext 215     
  Sue Young  -  ext 202 

Continued page 3  

Thoughtful Creatures those 
beaver are . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
1 

The Winter Cover Story . .  2 

Maliseet Holiday Word 
Search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
2 

Getting the Most Heat 
from Firewood . . . . . . . . . . 

 
3 

Pine Cone Christmas Tree .  3 

Did You Know? . . . . . . . . . 4 

Recognition Day Insert  

 Thoughtful Creatures, those beavers are ... 
   By Skip Lisle 
 
The Natural Resources department recently oversaw the replacement of 
the old beaver deceivers located on the pond parcel. The new devices, 

installed by Skip Lisle of Beaver Deceivers International, will prevent beavers 
from directly clogging the road culverts for decades. However, this is not enough. 
They also act to sneak water away from the beavers. This is done by creating a 
permanent leak with a long solid pipe that has a 
wire-mesh filter on the end of it. For beavers, this 
makes for an unnatural and incongruous situation: 
the dam leak is physically removed from the dam. 
The leak is also disguised by being diffused into 
the pipe over the 
broad, exterior sur-
face of the filter. The 
wooden-frame fences 
around the culverts 
are called Beaver De-
ceivers (BDs). The 
circular filters on the end of the pipes are Round Fences. The green color on the 
fencing is epoxy to protect against the corrosive effects of acid in the water. The 
contractor who did the work, Skip Lisle, gained much of his early experience 
building BDs as an employee of the Penobscot Nation. The new devices replace a 
large, trapezoidal, "old style" BD that Skip built early in his career. The technol-
ogy is continually changing and improving. 
 
Flow devices represent a fantastic method of protecting and improving wildlife 
habitats. Beavers are arguably the most ecologically valuable species in North 
America. The wetlands that they create, and continually mold and enhance, are 
vital habitats for hundreds of other species and also have numerous values for 
humans. As happened by the hundreds of thousands during the Fur Trade,                  
beaver-created wetlands completely disappear when beavers are removed from 
ecosystems. And the only effective way to protect conflict points like road culverts 
without the use of flow devices is to permanently and thoroughly eliminate                  
beavers from the general vicinity. Usually done with guns or traps, this approach 
is obviously devastating ecologically. It also leaves culverts naked and vulnerable, 
at least temporarily, to the next beaver that disperses into the area. It is never a 
lasting solution, but rather part of an endless, inefficient, and wasteful cycle of 
"boom and exhume" (shooting and digging). 
 

Above, Original “old style”    
beaver deceiver on tribal lands,            
Left, new beaver deceiver   
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The Winter Cover Story . . . 
As many of you know, 
firewood is sold by 
the cord. But just 
what is a cord?  It is a 

standard calculation for firewood that 
measures 4’ wide x 8’ long  x 4’ high 
or any measurement totaling 128 cubic 
feet.   
 
The heavier wood is when dry, the 
greater heat value will be. Green wood 
has a much lower heating capacity 
than dry wood because some of the 
heat from the wood is wasted drying 
out the moisture.   Burning wet or 
“green” wood, results in a 20% loss in 
heat. 
 
Seasoning to remove much of the      
water is desirable for maximum heat 
output.  Generally softwood that has 
been split and stacked to dry for at 
least 6 months qualifies as being                
seasoned, for hardwoods allow 1 year. 
Cracks in the ends of the wood do not 
always signal   seasoned wood.  One 
trick to test for dryness is to hit two 

pieces of wood together; if dry, the 
wood will make a ringing sound, if still 
green, it will be more of a thud.  
 
Wood should always be kept as dry as 
possible. Wood, although “dry” or 
“seasoned” will still absorb moisture 
from the air and raise it’s moisture 
content.  Wet wood creates a lot of 
smoke and provides much less useful 
heat.   
 
Due to the density of softwoods, they 
generate about half the heat of hard-
woods. One would need twice the   
volume of softwood to gain the heat 
generated by a load of hardwood. 
 
Burning wet wood also increases the 
production of creosote, a black tarry 
substance that coats the interiors of 
stove pipes and chimneys.  Burning 
hot fires helps reduce the amount of 
creosote that accumulates in your 
pipes and chimney. 
 
 

Creosote, if not removed, can create a 
serious fire hazard, costing many           
people their homes and lives each 
year.  So it is a good idea to have your 
stove pipes and chimneys cleaned 
every heating season.  There are also a 
number of products available the you 
can add to your wood fire to help              
reduce your creosote buildup.  
                                                             
Some of the best hardwood choices 
for wood in this area include oak,             
maple,  and ash. Remember, if you 
choose to burn scrap wood in your 
fireplace or woodstove, be sure to 
avoid any wood that has been painted, 
stained or pressure treated to avoid 
toxic fumes. 
 
For more information check out 

“Burning Firewood for Maximum   
Efficiency” at 

www.grahamandrews.com/
burning_firewood.htm 

We’re pleased to announce that the 
Watershed Initiative Project can be 
labeled a resounding success. 
 
Through a grant we received from the 
US EPA Watershed Initiative program 
in 2003, we were able to help local 
farmers, by way of a cost share                   
program, to employ mulching and 
cover crop practices to help  reduce 
the amount of top soil entering the 
Meduxnekeag River and it’s streams 
and tributaries.  
 
In conjunction with the Southern 
Aroostook Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (SASWCD), Maine Dept. 
of Environmental Protection 
(MeDEP), Univ. of Maine Coopera-
tive Extension, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) we were 
able to help farmers make some minor 
changes in their way of farming that 

yielded significant results in terms of 
the amount of topsoil kept out of the 
river.  We had 32 local farms partici-
pate in the program. Though we got 
off to a bit of a slow start, saving only 
6 dump trucks loads of farm soil in 
the first year, we ultimately kept a total 
263 dump truck loads of 3,958 tons of 
soil from farmland out of the Medux-
nekeag River!   

 
We’ve printed  a 
full color                          
publication                         
entitled “ The    
Winter Cover Story 
or how to keep soil 

on the farm . . .and out of the river” 
highlighting this project along with the 
participating farmers.  If you’d like a 
copy of this booklet, contact Sue 
Young at 532-4273 ext 202. 
 

Getting the Most Heat from Firewood 

Pine Cone Christmas Tree 
Here’s an easy-to-
make pine cone 
Christmas Tree.  Use 
it as a tree ornament 

or a Christmas decoration. This is a 
simple craft that even young children 
can help make. 
For each Pine Cone Christmas 
Tree you will need: 
• A large, open pine cone (pick one 

that is tree-shaped and stands             
upright easily  

• Glitter 
• A few cotton balls 
• White glue (like Elmer’s) 
• Dental floss and a needle 
• Small beads 
• A small bow or star to top off 

your little tree 

Steps: 
1. Glue a few cotton balls to the bot-

tom of the pinecone. These look 
like snow and help the "tree" 
stand upright. 

2. Put a little dab of glue at the tips 
of the pine cone and then sprinkle 
on glitter (spray glue works best 
and gives more, and even cover-
age) 

3. String some small beads onto              
dental floss (about 1 to 1 1/2 ft or 
more, depending on the size of the 
pine cone). To string the beads 
easily, tie one bead securely to the 
string. Then give the floss to the 
child for stringing. Older            
children can use a needle to help 
with the stringing. When the 
stringing is done, tie off the last 

bead with a knot. Wrap the beads 
around the pinecone and glue 
them to the tree. 

Top off your tree with a small bow or 
other decoration. 

Let your tree dry and hang from your 
Christmas tree. 

Did you know?  
The English word toboggan comes 
from the Maliseet (and other related 

Wabanaki and Algonquian                  
languages) word ‘tapakon,                 

a means of transportation - sled, 
car, wagon etc? 

Beavers                  
(continued) 
 
Another not-so-effective,                        
non-lethal strategy is to  
constantly remove beaver dams from 
culverts either by hand or with heavy 
equipment. When this is not done on 
a routine basis, then road reconstruc-
tion costs can be added to the already 
significant maintenance burden.             
Despite the initial cost, the use of high 
quality flow devices, which will last                   
decades, is a far more economical and 
"ecological" strategy than any others. 
By controlling beaver behavior non-
lethally, flow devices protect a remark-
able native species, their phenomenal 
habitats, and the budgets of taxpayers 
and management entities alike. They 
are an excellent example of thought-
ful, gentle stewardship of the land. 
 
 



Let us gather in celebration of the People of the Meduxnekeag 
Saturday September 20, 2008 



Recognition Day  
September  20, 2008 

Recognition Day  
September  20, 2008 


	winter 2008 - final
	recognition day insert
	photo poster 2008
	newsletter insert cover



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


