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Sometimes the stars align just right.  Figuratively                  
speaking we say this if everything falls into place -which 
is very rare.  But sometimes the stars - literally - the stars 
above our head - align. 
 

Recently I experienced a bit of both.  A conversation 
with a new friend from the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
in Massachusetts led to an all day outing in the Rocky 
Woods, through an old Wampanoag ceremonial cite.  
The area that we walked was a flat hilltop located on top 
of a glacially deposited esker, (see box on page 3) where 
no rocks are found. 

 

As a result of the melting process of glaciers, no rocks are found on these features. 
This made the boulders found on top of the Rocky Woods esker very distinctive. 
On our outing, we met with Ken, the property owner, a retired NASA               
astronomer,  who walked these woods for years with his grandmother. Years ago 
he decided he would like to make a map of the rock walls on his property. What he 
discovered by mapping the rocks was profound.  Perhaps only a NASA                           
astronomer would be able to draw the skylines from the maps he made,  because 
the rocks placed on top of the esker were precisely lined up with constellations and 
dates of importance to the native tribes.  By standing at the Primary stone, for    
example, someone could observe the sun rise on the winter and summer solstices, 
equinoxes, and observe constellations aligned with other stone features placed at 
precise locations on the horizon.  These marked important calendar dates, dates of 
harvest and ceremony. 
 

The calendar was a ceremonial place for many 
people.  Other features of the area include a 
sweat lodge site, turtle rock effigies, god 
stones, donation piles, serpentine rows,     
manipulation of a stream channel, and stones 
marking dancing circles.  It is a very special 
place, called Manitou.  Manitou is an                    
Algonquin religious belief that a supernatural 
power permeates the world, possessed in  
varying degrees by both spiritual and human 
beings.  The beginning and closing of our day was graced with a hawk, which are 
believed to be visionaries and messengers.                                (continued page 3) 
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